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I. Basis of the report 



I. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
| [ the international application as originally filed 
the description: 

Pages j_jq 

pages — — -— __ 

pages — — 



, filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 
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the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



1-14 



as originally filed 



_, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 
, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



the drawings: 



1/4-4/4 



pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



□ 

the sequence listing part of the description: 
pages 



filed with the letter of 



filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

m , filed with the demand 



These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

LJ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
LJ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

OTSSjf 886 ^ tranSlati ° n f ° r *° pUip ° SeS ° f tet ernational Preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 

p^^ * the international application, the international 

contained in the international application in written form 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
I — J furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. nswosure in tne 

b^nfoSS ** ^ inf0rmati ° n reC ° rded m coni J ,uter readable form ls identica l to the written sequence listing has 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

the drawings, sheets/fig 

5. □ Su, haS . tel ^lished as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
1 beyond me disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** uuwucrearogo 

* SSSlT^lSir t0 l' le reC6iV J ng °f' Ce iH reSp0nSe t0 an invitati0n Article 14 are referred to 
andlO l f) ortgmally filed and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 

** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item I and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-14 



1-14 



1-14 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 

1. Reference is made to the following documents: 

Dl: DE 197 33 285 A (GLYCO METALL WERKE) 

11 February 1999 
D2: GB-A-1 391 427 (VANDERVELL PRODUCTS LTD) 

23 April 1975 
D3: US-A-4 292 718 (IIJIMA YOSHIO) 6 October 1981 
D4: US-B1-6 227 709 (LEHMANN UWE ET AL) 

8 May 2001 



2.1 



Dl (cf . claims; figures) is considered the prior art 
closest to the subject matter of claim 1. It 
discloses a method of producing bearing shells, 
wherein blanks are prepared from strip material and 
are shaped into bearing shells which are then 
provided with a sliding layer. 



Dl discloses that at least one depression is made as 
a marking in the sliding layer, the depth T < = the 
maximum permissible coarse depth Rt. A region 40° to 
50° away from the part area is proposed as the 
marking site. The marking substantially consists of 
a smoothing of the surface roughness of the sliding 
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layer, the production of which requires a separate 
method step using a marking element whose spring 
force may not be greater than the spring force of a 
probe for measuring the wall thicknesses. This 
method is extremely sensitive a nd not absolutely 
suita ble for series production . 

Therefore the subject matter of claim 1 differs from 
that of Dl in that, before the sliding laver 
applied, wit hin a strip-shaped region below the part 
area at least one marking im p ression is made in the 
inner surface of th e blank or bearing shell . t-h^ 
depth and widthways extension of the marking 
impression being such that the contour of the 
marking impressio n is retained when the sliding 
layer has been applied . 

Thus an economically favourable method is devised 
for the permanent application of a marking which is 
still visible after the bearing shell has been 
fitted and does not adversely affect the bearing 
shell properties during operation. 

D2 (cf. page 1, line 68, to page 2, line 32, and 
figures) discloses a method of producing bearing 
shells, wherein a marking is made before the sliding 
layer is applied. However, it is not possible to 
deduce from the document whether the marking is made 
in the inner or outer surface of the blank. No other 
features of the marking are disclosed in D2 . 

D3 discloses a method of producing bearing shells 
wherein a marking is made in the outer surface of 
the blank when the sliding layer has been applied. 
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Thus the features of claim 1 are not suggested by • 
the prior art. 

Consequently claim 1 mee ts the novelty and inventive 
step requ irements of PCT Article 33(1). 

Claims 2 to 13 are dep endent on claim 1 and hence 
likew ise meet the PCT novelty and inventive step 
requirements . 

2.3 Claim 14 claims a bearing shell having at least one 
marking impression in its inner surface, within a 
strip-shaped region below the part area. 

The strip-shaped region below the part area on the 
inside of the bearing shell is not subjected to any 
stress at all from the part running counter thereto, 
or only to a minimum extent. The making of the 
marking impression in this region does not adversely 
affect the operation of the slide bearing. 

D4 (see figures 1 and 2) discloses a bearing shell, 
a depression being struck or stamped in this region. 
However, this depression is not a marking impression 
and is used to faci litate the positioning and 
securing of th e bearing shell in the bearing 
housing . 

Dl proposes that the marking site be a region 40° to 
50° away from the part area. 



Therefore the features of claim 14 are not suggested 
or disclosed by the prior art. 
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Conseque ntly claim 14 meets the novelty and 
inventive step requirements of PCT Article 33(1) 
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